Report from the JLC Chair 2025/26

It has been a privilege and a delight to have served as Chair of the Junior Lawyers
Committee (JLC) over the past year. | am pleased to report on the exciting progress that
this year’s JLC has made during our tenure.

This has been a year of building on the great work that has been done before to create a
distinctive, but continuous, identity for the JLC. This has included creating a new logo,
making banners and stickers, organising more social events, and beginning to propose
new ideas for the future, including a mentor scheme and a journal.

Our first event of the year was our annual Lord Kerr Essay Competition, and the 2025
essay question was “Is the UK striking the right balance between national security and
the right to privacy?”. We received an impressive number of responses and announced
our winners on 20 November. We would like to give our thanks to our expert panellists
for their involvement in deciding the winner. We are also grateful for the generosity of
Patrick Kerr, without whom this competition could not go ahead.

We hosted our flagship Careers Day event in October, kindly hosted by King’s College
London, Department of Law. We organised a hybrid event to accommodate those living
across the UK, and had around 100 attendees. We had an array of panels covering
advisory and contentious work, building a career in human rights, and switching to
human rights law. We had a keynote speech from Jennifer Macleod and a networking
session to enable participants to meet like-minded individuals. We are proud to share
that we received fantastic feedback and are pleased to have been able to strengthen
this popular event. We are grateful to all of our speakers for sharing their expertise and
to our sponsors: Kings College London, Department of Law and Barbri. The JLC thanks
Bianca Patulea for her dedication and commitment to the event.

On Tuesday 28 October, we hosted a networking event in collaboration with the Young
Legal Aid Lawyers at Simmons and Simmons. It was a great chance to bring together a
range of young lawyers and we hope to put on more events like this in the future.

In December we hosted the semi-finals of the Human Rights Mooting Competition and
the final was held in January at the Royal Courts of Justice. The competition this year
concerned the misuse of private information. We are grateful to Lord Justice Singh,
Deok-Joo Rhee KC, Oliver Jackson and Shoaib Khan for their involvement so far, and
congratulate our finalists on their achievement. We are grateful to Oliver Jackson for
writing the problem, to all of our judges across the three stages of the competition for
their time and efforts.

| speak for the entire JLC when | say that we have thoroughly enjoyed our time and are
pleased to have continued and strengthened the work of our predecessors over the



past year. We thank the EC and, in particular, Shoaib Khan, Dr Louise Loder, and Dr
Cynthia C. Umezulike for their continued and unwavering support for the JLC. | would
like to express my utmost gratitude to the JLC members for their hard work, passion and
tenacity, and give a special thank you to the JLC’s Vice-Chair, Connie Dale.

| am pleased to present this report to the Human Rights Lawyers Association.
Joseph Kelen
Chair, Junior Lawyers Committee
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